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• Development of new plant varieties can take decades and require a large 
amount of prior investment. 

• For society to benefit from the fruit of these investments, it is 
indispensable that these hard work have a protection mechanism  that 
allows recuperation of investment. 

• 78 members. In ASEAN, Malaysia, Brunei Darussalam are to join by 2026. 
While Indonesia has expressed serious interests in joining. 

• UPOV provides the international framework for effective system of Plant 
Variety Protection.  

International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants
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Benefits of joining UPOV
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The UPOV system, 
buttresses a vibrant 
domestic breeding 

community. 
The private sector now 

invests actively into 
breeding activities

(1) Birth of a Strong Domestic Breeding industry (Vietnam)

Before, joining UPOV in 2006, 
Viet Nam, had no Vietnamese private 

breeding facilities. 
Now, VINASEED, one of the largest 

breeding companies lists as Forbes 50 



Benefits of joining UPOV

Farmers Income have 
increased 24 % since joining 

UPOV in 2006 

Income of a Vietnamese farmer induced by plant breeding successes 

Source：HFFA Research GmbH

+24％

(USD)

Transformation of the seed sector in Viet Nam - YouTube

(4) Increase in yield

Number of applications in 
Vietnam has been increasing 
since joining UPOV in 2006

(2) Increase in Breeding activities

Yield improvements in Viet Nam for major arable crops

(3) Increase in choice for farmers
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Source: EAPVPF Country Report and JATAFF

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1RucjHHCAv4&t=54s


Benefits of joining UPOV

Since joining UPOV in 1999 the flower 
industry has been booming with the 

introduction of foreign varieties.
It has created an estimated employment over 

150,000 people directly and more than 
500,000 indirectly for their floriculture 

industry

(6) Increase in Employment
KENYA

Source: UPOV Benefit Videos (Kenya) Rose Industry Blooming Kenya - YouTube

Kenya now exports 
their flowers to over 60 

different countries

(7) Creation of Export Industry
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Source: “Impact of Plant Variety Protection in Kenya” Simon M. Maina, 

Head, Seed Certification and Plant Variety Protection, KEPHIS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lwuXwN96O-Y
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New Plant Varieties key to
Export Competitiveness(Peru) 
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Since joining UPOV91 in 2011, 
Peru has been actively 
introducing new grape 

varieties.
This year, Peru hits an all time 

high of grape exports, 
replacing worlds largest 

exporter Chile.

Source: USDA

Publication | Fresh Apples, Grapes, and Pears: World Markets and Trade | ID: 1z40ks800 | USDA Economics, Statistics and Market Information System (cornell.edu)

https://usda.library.cornell.edu/concern/publications/1z40ks800?locale=en&page=2#release-items


International cooperation activities 
– in collaboration with UPOV

• East Asia Plant Variety Protection Forum

• Capacity Building (JICA training course)

• Common application platform for UPOV 
member countries   (e-PVP Asia)

• Cooperation for examination 
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The East Asia Plant Variety Protection Forum
The East Asia Plant Variety Protection Forum consisting of ASEAN Plus 

Three countries (China, Japan, Republic of Korea) was established in 2007 

to exchange and cooperate to establish effective PVP systems consistent 

with the UPOV Convention.

Activities

➢ Forum meeting is organized annually to exchange and update progress, 

and adopt cooperation activities. 

➢ In-country and regional cooperation activities are implemented to 

support countries to develop and update PVP systems.

source: About Forum | The East Asia Plant Variety Protection Forum 

(eapvp.org)

http://eapvp.org/about/
http://eapvp.org/about/


Recent activities of the EAPVP Forum

2023.08.02-03 Vientianne, 
Lao PDR

16th EAPVPF annual meeting and International Seminar

2023. 03.28 Lao PDR Seminar on the benefits of the UPOV system for farmers and 
growers

2023.02.28 Thailand Meeting to introduce the actual information about the 
UPOV system

2023.01.23 Cambodia Training on Distinctness, Uniformity, Stability (DUS) 
examination on cucumber and yard long bean

2022.11.18 Japan Capacity building workshop2: technical training for PVP 
senior staff

2022.11.01 Japan Capacity building workshop 1: introduction of PVP & UPOV 
TG1/3

2022.10.07 Indonesia International seminar on PVP system

2022.07.25 Indonesia 15th EAPVPF annual meeting



Japan’s cooperation towards joining UPOV

We support efforts to join UPOV, such as

⚫ High-Level study tour for key persons influential in policymaking

⚫ Assist UPOV organization to provide workshops on legal advice

⚫ Holding seminars to raise awareness among stakeholders for UPOV membership 

Awareness Seminar

Visits to UPOV member countries for 
senior government officials, etc. 
Promotes understanding of the 
benefits of UPOV membership.

Awareness seminars on the UPOV 
system are held for domestic 
stakeholders from the industry

High-Level Study Tour 
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JICA group training
Plant Variety Protection and Quality Control System of 
Seeds to Facilitate Distribution of High Quality Seeds

2023 general information
Duration: July 19 to Sep 8 

• Lectures 
• UPOV lessons

• DUS test practice at NCSS
• Third country phase in 

Vietnam

Learn from the experiences and technical expertise of 

Japan and find out the technical ways and benefit of 

PVP in conformity of UPOV 91Convention. 

photo: JICA Tsukuba
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Regional Cooperation “e-PVP Asia”
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What is “e-PVP Asia” ?
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Cooperation for Plant Examination

➢For Japanese plant breeders, they can expect PBR registration 
with shorter period and lower cost

➢For UPOV members, they can save the cost of DUS growing test. 

Australia Federative

Republic of Brazil

New Zealand swiss

confederation

Socialist Republic 

of Vietnam

EU Russian 

Federation

Republic of 

Kenya

United 

Mexican States

State of Israel Kingdom of

the Netherlands

Republic of 

Turkey

Canada Republic of 

Peru

Japanese PVP office offers UPOV member states the examination report at no 

charge by exchanging the Memorandum of Cooperation (MOC) since 2016.

Country Plant name

Australia Hibiscus
Brazil Chrysanthemum,  Alstroemeria

Canada
Cape Periwinkle, Citrus, 
Hydrangea, Ranunculus

Israel Rose
Kenya Carnation

Country Plant name

New Zealand Satsuma Mandarin

Russia Strawberry
Turkey Lettuce

Viet Nam
Chrysanthemum, Rice, 
Sweet potato, Poinsettia

UPOV member countries that Japan has shared test reports since 2016



14

Cooperative Expedition and Evaluation Program 

For New Ornamental Plants by Sakata

Joint Evaluation 
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The Discovery of new species among the expedition
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